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Wherein is ſhewed, 


A thoſe ought to be Wer in'0 the 


Church who are Godly. Hove they doe 
not ſee, nor expreſſely bewaile all. the 


poll.tions i in Church-fellowſhip, 
Miniftery,Worſbip, Government. 
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Letter of Mr. Fohn Gottons, Teacher of the' ; 


Church in Boſton , in New Englarid. 


1s dotlwich-hold and Te; ararethem tom the Oxdhndnces,or 
the Ordinances from theth (which itein Chriſt the bread 
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y a beter abt non again 
CE A ek rand SAR MR on 
oO Evil und” Ft », as may appeare by that anſwer 
_ was ſent tothe Brethren ofthe Church of Salem, and 

ſelfe. .A ſpcake freely -what ] thinke, -were m 
(ule in yourſcules cad; Fſhould rthinke it 2 worke of mer- 
cy of Godto baniſh me from thie civill fociery of ſuch a 
Common wealth, when I could not injoy ho)y fellowſhip 
with any Church of God amongſt them; without ſin,” What 
ſhould the Daughter of Zen doe in Babelt?... why. ſhould ſhe 
nor haſten to flee from thence? Zach..2.6,7. +. 

.T ſpeake not theſe things (the God of Trurh is my inites ) 
ro adde affliction to your affliction, bur (ifixr were the” holy 
CtFGod)ro moye you to a more ſerious ſghbof your ſin, 
and of the juſtice of Gods hand againſt it. i ox your cor-. 

Do&rines,it pleaſed the Lord Jclus.to againſt you 
wickets ſword of hi his mouth (as. hunſelfe. $ wo » Rev. 2. 
6.) in the-mourhes and teſtimonies of hs Churches and 
rethren.” Againſt whom, when you over-hcated your {clfe 
- In reaſoning and diſputing againſt the _ of his truth, it 
pleaſed him ro-ſtop your mouth by a ſuddaine diſcaſe, and 
tothreatento-take yourbreath from you.. But youin ſtead ol 
fecoyling-( as.even Balaar offered ro doe inthe like caſe) 
choſeratherto perſiſtin your way, and to proteſt again all 
the Churches and Brethren: thar ſtood. in. your way : and 
thus rhegood hand of Chriſtchar ſhould have. humbled you, 
ro ſee and rune from the,errour of your way,. hath. rather 
hardned'youthercin, and'quickned you onely.ro ſee failings 
(yexintolerable errours) in all the Churches and brethren, 
jr then in: your ſelfe.. _ In which, courſe. though you ſay 
rack of mano gs houre wherein.the countenance of 
Re Lond as darkned ro you, y=ope not deccived, ic is no 


new 


and with S en 

wokill isthe memory” of Mafter Smithy" ftrong 
lations'6n his death-bed, which-2re ſer-as Scale tothe 
grofſe and damnable Arminianitme and Enthufiaſmes 
deliveredin'the confeion bf his Kith, © prefixeed*rothe 
ſtory of his life and death. - The couritehiinceof 'God 
1s upon his-people when they feare him, not when they 
preſume of their owne ſtrength; and his confolations 
are found-not in the way of prefidence ir efrour, but in 
the wayes of humility and truth. We SISELL! 

- | Two ſtumbling blockes (F perceive by your letter) 
haverurned you off from fellowſhip with us; Firſt, the 
want of fit matter of our Church. Secondly; diſreſj 
of the ſepa:are Churches in: England under afflitidns, 
who doe ourſelves praGiſe ſeparation in peace. ot 

© Forthe firſt, youacknowledpge fas. you fay) with 
* joy that godly perſons are'the viſible matter of theſe - 
© "Churches; but yer you ſee not thar” godly perſons are 
* matter fitred to confſtirute # Church; no more then 
© trees or Quarries are fit matrer proportioned-to the: 

© building. ; [62 4 

Anſw. This exception: ſcemeth to: mee co imply w 
contradiction-to-it ſelfe, for if the matter of our Chux-. 
ches be as you fay godly perlons, they are nor then as: 
trees unfelled;or ſtones unhewen. Godlineſſe- cutteth 
men downefrom the former roote,. and heweth-them- 
out of the pit of corrvptinature, and fitreth them fdrfel-- 
lowſhip with Chriſt and-with his people. 

: * YouobjeR, firſt; a flecefhity lying upon godly men 
 ©-beforetheycan be firimanrer for/Churchftellowſhip, 
<<: to ſet, bewaile,repenr;z3nd comeout ofthe falſe Chur-. 


cearding tq 
Bane nothy « local aomnoralh oy gonrrary 
Fe $0 burbys TERRY of 2 ſoule, ny 
5 Ba Manas conlaignee, judgements willand affe- 
©, 08S» 17 | 

claſſes. x We grape it is \not Jocall LITB< from 
farmer fons,orcontary praftile,thar firrerh us for 
fellowſhip with Chriftand his Church, bur chat ic is ne- 
celfaryaliothat we doe repent of fuch former, polluti- 
ew Where we have beene defiled and inthralled. 

Wee grant further that: ir is likewiſe neceſſary to 
Ghurth-tellowſhip, we ſhould ſee and diſcerne all fuch . 
pollurjons as doe- ſo farre-enthrall us to Angehalt, fe) 
ws from Chriſt. 
this weprofcile umo you, that wherein we have 
reformedour praiſe;therein have we endeavoured un- 

+6 humble our. ſoules for our, fofmer-contrary 
walking, - It any shrovgh bypocgiſie are! Wanting: be1e- 
yy: the hiddetthypocrite ef-lome wall not prejiidice the 
fiaceritie and-faithtulnefle o_ ns not the Church 
eltateofall. ern 

And that we doe (by the! race of ChrilOlce and diſ- 
cere; all ch pollutioas-as doe ſo-farre entbrall.ug.co- 
Amichric as40-leparate'us- from Ghriſh;yaur ſelfe-doth 
acknowledge in acknowledging the y_ members <£ 
theſe Churches ro be godly perſons ; for.godlyiperſans; 
axenotlo enthralled rg-Antichrift, as! to. epar&e them: 
from Chriſt, ele they-could nor- be godly perſons... 

Anſw. 2. 'We deny:-thar it is. neceſfary to *Chirch- 
felewſbip (to wit, 7:6 neceſſary a5'rhat without 'it, *a 
Chunch cannot. be)) that the members imine thers-" 
Rs: - exprellely.bewaile all the - 


yp polluti- 


| br! bl i '# 


ey 0 _— "- 


£54 


d uch of bil Korenth pot- © 


Jos 5s di 41} 6 Anrichriſt; ﬆs to ſepa 


chem! front Chriſt, and bexeady in p:eparation of heart, 2s 
ſhiltſee more light, fo\to hate more and more every 
e Way, we conceiveitis as muchasis neceffariſy” reqtired 
t5 ſeparation Fom Antichriſt, and ro &lowttiphwht rift 
and his Churches. Fhe Churches of nudes admitted many 
thoufanid'Jewes that believed on the name of "Chriſt; al- 
though they were ftil{ zealous of the Law; and ſaw gorthe 
erty emprineſſe 'of Moſes his ceremonies, ##. xr. 20; 
And 'the' Apoſtle Paul direQteth the Romians to r<ceive; fiich 
unto thentas are weakeinthe faith, and fee not their liberry 
* fromthe ſervile difference of meats and dayes, bur till lic 
- underthe bondage of the Law, yez he wiſheth'rHtery to re- 
eeiveſuch addi ground, becauſe Chriſt hah received 
them, Rom.14. 1.10 6. 
Say not,there is notthe like danger of lying under bon- 
eto Moſes as to Antichriſt, for even the bondage un- 
der Moſes was futh, as if rhty continued in after inſtraftion 
and conviction,. would ſeparate them from Chriſt, Gat.”5. 
2, And bondage under Antichriſt could doe no more, 
Anſw.. 3.To the placesof Scripture which you objzR, Iſa. 
$2511. 2 Cor.6, 17. Revel.18.'4. weanſwer, 'two of them 
make nothing to your purpoſe, tor that of Eſay and the other 
of the Revelation, ſpeake of locall ſeparation, which your 
ſelfeknowerh we,have made, andyer you {ay you doe not; 
apprehend that ro be ſufficient. Asfor that place of the” Cy- 
r:nths, it, onely requireth comming out from Idolarersin the. 
fellowſhip of their Idolatry.. No marriages wete they to 
make with them:no feaffs were they ro: hold” with them, 
ih'theTdols Temple: no+ intimate; Fatnitharitic were they. to, 
DET RENE Rs ——__ ns maititaine. 


nay not; receive fuch.perto t b 
p.as Qur {clves conteſſe to.be god! be Et a 
rengunce jog. he} mote 
yage- more if they kn or; ahbough.t 
SE ay up ct ſee rhe pinky Ski catpol 
ve. Shag beene, defiled, 2.5% ; as the 0m 
the pollution gt cheir Poly; pics "Ig. t; You may 
ſeacehes ples 5 peeſted hehdeathe: ApoPls 
argue from.uthacſech-p "a {onsfAare;nor fit Ke ho 
of Chuck: Clown, as ate defiled with. any remnants. of 
ollurionz nor ſuch Churches, any; mote to 
; be ACC6 need: pm nas] Io xches.as.doe reecive {uch amongſt tema 
* Conf er 1 pray. you, wetr. there nor at chat fume .in 
t Chuich of Bird ſuch as partaked with 1dolaters | 1n Fra 
Idols Temples: and was,not this the touching. of an un- 
cleage thing ? and did thisfinne rejeet thele [:15 4 from 
Church fel owlhio befofe. conyiction.? ox. pig it .evagitue 
their Church cftare fo; nor caſting- olit, © ſuch.” mem- 
bers 2 
'2: Your ſecond objcRion is taken from the <onfellign, - of 
* finnes made by . Johns Diſcjples,and the proſelyte Gengiles | 
© before miſts 100 iaro Church-tcllowſhip, Marth. 3-6 MY 77 
© 19. 18. whence yau gather that C hrifian COR are 
* conſtituted of ſuch members as make open an MF CON-: 
« feflion of their ſinnes ; ang if any finncs 'be ro 
© ſed and lamented, ( Jewiſh,or Pazaniſh) then RPE EA: 
edrunkenneſſc,and whoredome much more, of all ſach as 


* have drugke of Fj whores "; ooh -fipt of it... Eris 
[? C * derive 6p ans, houghgooly a eo 
3 Church, if open dru or ore ome Tis upon 


© them 


F - 


F — 


| ct as.if you had graſped more then you could hold, 
you] 1 ſome part. of what you had aſſumed, and doe 
grant, t | 


- Such a confeffion and renunciation is not abſolute ne- 
© ceflary tothe admiſſion of members, (though the want of 
© it be agrievous offence) if the ſubſtance of true repentance 
© bediſcerned. | 

[I 6 I» If fucha confeſſion and renunciation be not of 
abſolute neceffity rs the admiſſion of members when the 

ſubſtance of rrue repentance is diſcerned, then ſuch Congre- 
gations may be true Churckes (by your owne confeſſion) 
who doe admit tor their members {uch godly perſons as doe 
rofeſſe and hold forth the ſubſtance s com. repentance; for 
Fuch perſons profeſſing their repentance for all their 
knowne and open finnes, doc withall profeſle their readi- 
neſſe to repent of and forſake whatſoever further ſfinnes fhall 
be Ie" ftw ar 
Anſ. 2. When you judge that cod]y perſons are not mat- 
ter firted for the Church, unzill firſt A be illuminated and: 
- convinced of the {infulneſle of every ſipping. of the whiores 
cup; youtake away With the one hand what you-granted 
with the other, and withall you impoſe a burthere upon the 
Church of Chriſt, which Chriſt never required at their 
hands nor yours.. 

For we deny thatitis neceſſary to the admiſſion of mem- 
bers ou ea 4-pev Nm convinced.of the finfulnefle of 
every tipping ot the Whores cup, for every ſipping of a 
Pm +. cup is not ſinful], a though the ge the 
whore doe more intoxicate the mind then the drunkards cup: 
doth the body, yet you know bodily drunkennefſe and. 
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min'that fath any trdetepthrance in him anne” Bur bee 
convinced of the finfulnefle of them,” "and f rhe necefity 
ofrepentiite of thearin particatar; Put the Whores cup be. 
ing a inyſtery of iniquity, *the ſinfillneſſe of it, is nothinsfo 
evident and notorious as that every true repentant ſoule doth 
at firſt diſcerne the filrhineſle of it: and therefore as thoſe 
three thouſand Jewes and Ptoſely es were admirted intothe 
fellowſhip of the firft Chriſtian Church, wheb they. cepen- 
ted of their murther of Chriſt, alchough they nevet faw 
nor confeſſed all the ſuperſtitious leavenings\ wherewith the 
Phariſees had bewitched them, A#.2. 37to47, ſo dyubt- 
leſfe may fuch godly perſons be admitted into thi-ftllow- 
ſhip of our Churches, who doe traely.repztit and confefte - 
their greateſt and moſt notorious ſins, although rhey benor 
yet convinced of every paſſage of Antichriſtian ſuperſtition, 
wherewith they have beene Uctiled In; their former watk- 
ings. EL OR 
>The Diſciples of Fohn (whom you inſtance in) did indeed 
confeſſe their ſinnes, the Publicansrheir ſinnes, the Souldi- 
[ers theirs, the People theirs, bur yer it dorh' not, appeare 
"that they confeſſed their Phatiſaicall pollutions, | but" racher 
, the notorious finnes, incident to their callings, as did atfo 
"thoſe Genriles of whom you ſpeake, A. 19.18, 19. Con- 
-jurers confeſled their curious Arrs,, and others ther deeds, 
but whether all their deeds, is notexprefſed. * * >? 
eAnſw.3. But toſatisfie you more fully ( and the'Lord 
make you willing in true meckeneſle of Spirit to receive {a- 
GntacHon) the body of the members whom we receive, doe 
- in generall profeſſe, the reaſon of their comming over. to'rs 
'was, that they might be freed from the bondage of ſuch hu- 
- mance inventions and ordinances as their ſoules groaned un- 
der, for which alſothey profeſlc their hearry ſorrow, fo far 
as 


my 
: "*X ' 


Lo et R365 91h 4g thidg cant of vihizon! & wog alt 
as through ignorance or iofirmity they have beene defileg. Belides, 
in our daily meetings, and eſpecially ip ; times of our ſolenme hu- 
miliations, we generally all of us bewalle all our former pollutions, 
wherewith we have defiled our ſelves, and rhe holy things of God, 
in our former Adminiſtrations and Communions, but: wee rather 
chooſe to doe it, than to talke of it, and wee cannot. but wonder 
how you can {ſo boldly and On renounce the Churches of 
Chriſt, for negle& of that, which you know not whether they have 
negleSed or no, and before you haveadmoniſhed us of our finfulnefie 
in fuch negleR, if it be found amongſt us. | E” | 

Obje&.3. Your third ObjetMon is taken from Hag.2. 13, 14,15. a 
© place which you deſire may be throughly weighed, and that the 
*Lord would hold the ſcales himſelfe. The Prophet theretels the 
* Church ofthe Jewes,that if a perſon uncleane by.a dead body,touch 

* holy things, thoſe holy things become uncleane unto bim, apd fo, 
© ith he, is this Nation, and fo is every worke of their hands, and 
© that which they offer there is uncleane. And this (as you conceive) 
© argueth that.even Church Coycnants made, and Ordinances pra- 
© Kiſed by perſons-poJluted through ſpiritual deadnefle and filthinefle 
© of Communion, they become uncleane unto them, and are pro- 
© phaned by them, 

Anſw, Now ſurely if your ſ{elic had hearkned to your ownedelire, 
and had thronghly weighed the Scripture,and had (uffered the Lord 
ro have held the ſcales himſelfe, you would never have alledgcd this 
place to your purpoſe. Your purpoſe was to prove that Churches 
connot be conttituted by ſuch perſons as are uncleane by antichriſti- 
an pollutions, or if they be ſo conſtituted, they are not to be com- 
municated with, but ſeparated from : To prove this you alledge 
this place; whenthe Prophet acknowledgeth the whole Church 
of the ſecs to be uncleane, and yet neither denyeth them to be a 
Church truely confituted, nor ſtirreth up himſelte or others to ſe- 
parate from them. | 

It youſay,why but they were uncleane?l Anſwer,be it ſo,but were 
they therefore no Church truely conltituted,or to be ſeparated from? 
yea did not Ha2ggai and Zachary themſelves communicate with-them,. ; 
andcall others alſo to come out of Babel! to communicate with them, 
even whileſt 7-22 the Righ Prieft was till polluted with his unclean 
aqury Zac. 2.6,7. with 6.3. 3. 3, But if indeed you deſire to 

now,what apon due weighing of the place, I conceive to be the mea= 
ning of it, you ſhall fndeitro be this ; T he occaſion of the words a= 
B 2 rife: 


ho 


- 


arfd £ 
REVOT ” WES 0 
i - $$ I&*.3 * 
FJ {ee kn wF - 
a—_—— 
» 8 "yy _" - © Re 
” ! < 


LE AE Obe ReECeD re rr A onto of 
ay. ; Po < '* efebrge 4 x 2 J n "485 6 4 r 
arc of their owne outward accommodations,” that while every man 


Ipokedto his owne houle, and the feiling of it, the Temple of the 
| Lind andihe bulling thera win gravely vexleftel of them all 
Prince, Prieft, and People, wherice it was that God neirher deligh-= 
tedin their ſpirituall ſervices, nor in their bodily labours, but left 
then withouc a bleſſing in both, Hagg. 1. 6. to11, Now to cleare the 
tice of Gods proceeding againſt 42 in that caſe, he alledgeth a 
econdablefaw for it, out of Afoſer ; The former is written in Levi. 
6. 27. where the Law faich, that a garipent touching any hol! 
fleſh of rhefin pier & ſhoald be holy. But if the garment whic 


toucheth holy fleſh ſhall touch other things, as the perſon that wea- 
Teth'1t,or (307 porage or Bread, ot wine, or aty touch of other 


2 y 
'common thing, the thing touched if npt' thereby hallowed hy the 
COU FTA TG edna, | 6 ERAS ons 1 
- Againe; there was another Law, that whoſoever touched any un- 
'cleane body, ſhould beuncteanc ſeven' dayes, and if 'in that time hee 
"Foiched the Tabernacle, or the holy things thereof, they ſhall beun- 
<leahe, Nams.T9. 13. Now (to apply theſe Layes to the ſcope of the 
Prophet ) the touch of a dead body did type out either fellowſhip 
with dead workes, as Epheſ. 5.11. or dead perſans, 2 Cor. 6. 14; 15, 
'26, 7, ordead, world; G2). 6.14. but of thele three, it wasthe dead 
, \fieteivich Pricft/and Prince and all rhe. people were at;rthat 
feflled;” in” that they tooke'more care and paines for 
ly conveniences, then for the Lords holy Ocdinances. Where- 
"pon according to the anfiver of the Prielt, agrecable to the Law, the 
Frapc pronounceth rhem, in the ſight of. the Lord, all robe un- 
"creat." ,-, T 
From both theſe Lawes, and theInterpretation, of them by the 
'Prieſt, and the application of them by the Prophet, it appeareth that 
there were two ſorts of thele people, and both uncleane. Some thac 
did not touch the holy fleſh, or offerings, but on the outlide of their 
” sarmettts onely, to wit, in bodily preſence (and the body is. but the 
Bai at of the Soule) 1Cor. 5, 4. and ſuch were all the Hypocrites 
: "mongſt them: Others were lincete, as wotſhipping God 'in firme 
© Truth, as Zorobabell, Fehoſhna, and many more, but yet now defiled 
ith touching a dead body,that is,with laying hofd on a dead world, 
theit worldly accommodations, which made their hearts and hands 
{low or deadts fet forward the Temple worke, and in this condition 
dar halls | | | | both 
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Church, am of 2D that wreſt blood in ſtead of 
beealholy Sep ky ing blocks, Or offences which you takeac they 
© of theſe Churches is, that you conceive us to walke betwigt: < 
5 and Antichriſt. : + 


- Pb irft,in A ork @paration here, and not 2X Ng of our | 
and pri againit it 1n,our.ov'ne c b 4. 
c apdingond KEW $oE Tag El 5 at Salemgnd. $442 for | # | 


© paration. 
©Thicdly, in particular, thatm MM bas Haceivgd and ſpoken, 


© that ſeparation is a way, that th olpexed;as i{fayyon 
the of OPT Sith Cola depend foci and 
© ax upon outward peace and Ulery. nts 

Anſw. 1, In icadoft halting betwix6 Chril and Antichrik, wee 
conceive the Lord bath guided us to walke with at: ven foote be- 
tweene tWo.cxtreames ;_ fo that we neither defile our ſelves with the 
remnant of pollutions inother Chugches,, gor doe wee-for the, rem- } 
nant of pollutions renounce the Churches themlelves, nocthe holy 
ordinances of Cod amongſt them,which our ſelves kaye found pow- & 
erfull to our falvation, This moderation, fo farre as we have kept it 
in preaching, orprinting, wee ſee no caule to xepent. of; but if you 
thew us ca way we ſhould repeat of i ity, wee "a wa £0 repent 
that we repented no ſooner, bas we 
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irs Y Ne ative. 6 wiy of. 1a tor whercin 
ee Aur. which is Nan fer reproached by the name of Purita- 
ke dldering rt preainesS -> knowne'to the'Q- 

cers UNE inkedat,when, the CHiiy ticles of the 

ah ch FN on Fatt bent i pf Tenor 
'moreviofencethen iy av wil uti *ButT ſaid that God 

had'npt praſpered the eway of GH ration, becauſe he hath not bleſſed. 


Xeitlrer with Glee,” or- with' [4 of -prace ; 
aber Ween 6 


ind tendepheffe'of ronſcience ktve 
gro'cifcerne thei Jawfily Tiberty 
ro returne to the. From ofthe word j_Ly Engliſh Preachers. _ 

" OFF'&. But this (yo afar) to condemine the witneſſes of Jeſus 
(ther Sond Gen on and*elſewhere,) and' otr jealous 
God willviiinsfor fack atterages, 'yeathe' ciitfe of his Angel from 
Merz, will fall upon us, becauſe we come not forth to helpe ſehovab 
againft the mighty, *we pray not for them, wee come not at then, 
( bur at Pariſhes frequently? yea we reproach and cenſure them. 

Arifey,. The 1 ord Jeſus never delivered that way of ſeparation ro 

which Kieſep tie witneſſe, norany of | tiis Apoſiles after him;'nor of 
his et5 before him. So farreas in that way they hold or pra- 

any holy truths, wee beare* witneffe to. them both in —_— 

feſfion and praftiſe. The Angels curſt inthis caſe (wee blefle God) 
we doctor feare, becauſe we doe'cortie forth Caccorting tothe mea- 
”  - farcof gracepiven'ds) tohelpe the Lord againli tho inighry,afthough 
oF we doc aRTIReg ipe them againſt Jehovab. Ir-is not to 
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helpe FehovalizSbut Satan againſthim, to withdraw the people of - 
Cm hearing che voyerd Chriſt which is preached in the evi- - 
dence,and ſimplicity,and power of his Spirit in ſundry ti- 


ons (though rhey be Pariſhes) in our native Country. In which re- 
\ a9. zugh our people that goe over into England, chooſe ra- 

to Mare in ſome of the Pariſhes where the voyce of Chriſt is lifted 
up likea trumpet, then in the ſeparated Churches (whereſome of us  '* 
may ſpeak by experience we have not found the like preſence of Chriſt, 
or evidence of his Spirit )do not you marvaile,or ſtumble at it:Chrifts * 
ſheepe beare his voyce. Ifany careleſſely heare at randome, i 
no difference betwixt the voyce of Chrilt and the voyce of ftrangers, 
orifthey (hall ſtoope to any defilements of themſelves, that ſo they 
may heare a good Preacher ; as I know none uch, fo neither doeany 
of us approve them in ſo doing. 

That wee doe not pray for the ſeparate Churches by name, it is 
becauſe we cannot pray in faith for a bleſſing upon their ſeparation, 
which we ſee not to be of God nor to be led to him. If any reproach 
them, I will not goeabout to excuſe ir, onely they may doe well to 
confider, whether they alſo have not reproached others. 

If there bee ſo many ſeparate Churches in London and in other 
parts of the Kingdome(as you write) itis little comfort to the true 
lervants of Chrilt to heare that either ſuch inventions of men are 
mulciplyed, as like ſtumbling blockes doe turne any well minded 
men out of the way, or that ſach men being defirous of reformation, 
ſhould ſtumble, not onely at the inventions of men, but for their ſakes 

at the ordinances of the Lord; which appeareth the more evidently, 
becauſe they ſeparate not onely from hearing the word in all the 
Pariſhes, bur alſo from tellowſhip (as your ſelfe fay) both of the 
Church of Plymoutb, and of thatwhereot Maiter Lsthorpe was Paſtor, 
and yet they refuſe a!l the inventions of men, and chooſe to ſerve the 
Lord in his owne Ordinances onely. Now truely Sir, (to uſe your 
owne words) I teare this newes pleaſech not the Lord Jeſus, and 
therefore the more inwardly ſorry I am,that it pleaſeth you rather to 
returne to them,not to helpe the Lord againlt the mighty; to wit, 
cither againſt che high Prelates, or againit the inventions of men, as 
you ſuppoſe, for that you might have done here,or in Plymouth, orin 
Maſter Lathorpe: Congregation ; but to heipe erring though zealous 
ſoules againit the mightie Ordinances of the j Lord, which who+ 
ſozver ſtumble at ſhall be broken; tor whoſoever will not kifle the 
Sunne, (that is, will not heare and imbrac:the words of his mouth) 
ball periſh in their way,Pſal.4.12, . 


"1. 
bh gen 
- . is . 


